
As 2011 closed, we had 

several changes around 

TRS, with the departure 

of dearly loved horses 

and owners.  We thought 

we had survived Michi-

gan’s tough economy, 

but several great friends 

have had to make the 

best possible financial 

decisions for their hors-

es.  Leaving TRS was 

part of the final outcome 

for families whom we 

dearly love.  Although 

distanced  in miles, they 

are not 

far in spirit.  We look 

forward to shared horse 

experiences in 2012 .   

Most of 

you have had the pleas-

ure of meeting Jeff 

Lebbin from Enchanted 

Acres and several have 

begun training under his 

excellent guidance.  Jeff 

continues to frequent 

TRS every other month 

for day clinics and offers 

a variety of clinics at his 

own farm as well.  Jeff 

Lebbin, owner/trainer at 

Enchanted Acres has 

moved his alliance from 

EXCA (world judge 

2011) to the new nation-

al organization AHCA.  

Jeff, along with several 

others, has created a na-

tional organization to 

showcase horsemanship 

with both western and 

English divisions.    

Check out   the new site   

www.americanhorsemen

challenge.com. 

Looking Forward to 2012 

American Horsemen Challenge 
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H O R S E  B O A R D I N G 

¶ AHCA  

¶ Reminders  

¶ Parades 

¶ Showing 

¶ Camping  

¶ Fall Festival  

¶ Empty Nest  

¶ Stella  

¶ Trail Riding  
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P A G E  2  

òThere are only two 

ways to live your 

life. One is as 

though nothing is a 

miracle. The other is 

as though 

everything is a    

miracle. ò  

Einstein 

TRS Work Day & Fall Festival  

A Handful of Shows 

StellañOur Little Miracle 
Geri Turner and her 

family purchased Sas-

sy, unknowingly get-

ting a buy one, get one 

free (or not so free) 

horse deal.  Baby Stella 

was born on March 12 

with complications  —

largely due to Sassy 

being an uncooperative 

mother.  Thankfully, 

the TRS family came 

together as one to help 

the unexpected foal 

live through her first 

days both financially 

and with the gift of 

time.  Stella required 

two plasma treatments 

and bottle feedings. 

There were several 

nights that we had 

boarders sleeping on 

our couch! Without the 

intervention of Dr. 

Shaarda and many, 

many people at TRS, 

Stella would not have 

grown into the lovely 

filly that Alexa now 

owns.   

great year and the girls 

learned what they 

loved and hated about 

the show ring.   

Although we didn’t do 

a lot of showing this 

year, several of our 

girls did a few.  Kelly 

and Tacoma did quite 

well as did Raye and 

Chloe.  We all had a 

 

as we strive to make 

TRS a safe refuge for 

you and your horse.  It 

was great to see every-

one work together. 

Relaxing with a deli-

cious potluck dinner 

and a bonfire was only 

topped by our parade 

of horses as we dressed 

up and rode in cos-

tumes around the block 

either on horseback or 

on the hay wagon. 

Thanks Tammy for all 

your work with this 

event!   

The 2011 annual work 

day at TRS was held in 

conjunction with our 

first fall festival.  We 

had  nearly 100% turn-

out and managed to get 

many projects off our 

to-do list.  Thanks to 

all of you for your help 
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Parades all Through the Year 
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Parades  throughout the 

year are some of the best 

times at TRS.  Many of us 

take parades for granted, 

but this year Blaze re-

minded us all that doing 

parades is definitely not 

something that a horse 

does naturally.  The Jingle 

Bell Parade in Grand Ha-

ven was  too much for his 

equine mind to grasp.  

Blaze will remain the 

working with 

her horses and 

providing les-

sons for a handful of stu-

dents.  Although she  still 

loves riding, she is quickly 

becoming passionate about  

the sport of Rugby as well.   

The last of our five chil-

dren—and the one you all 

know best—has graduated 

from Grand Haven High 

School.  Tessa is attending 

Western in Kalamazoo. 

She returns home most 

weekends to continue 

*If  you are the last one to 

leave the barn, please shut off 

all lights and close all doors.   

*Helmets, helmets, helmets 

(mandatory if you are under 18)  

*We provide all hay, grain , 

and supplements. Please do not 

give your horse additional feed 

unless it is something extra that 

you have purchased.   

*As our expenses continue to 

increase, we are working hard 

at providing great care while 

minimizing expenses so that we 

do not have to increase board.  

This may mean that horses 

spend a few extra nights out of 

their stalls when the weather is 

beautiful so that we can reduce 

those expenses periodically.   

*Lil’ Red is available to rent for 

$25/day—thanks for supple-

menting Tessa’s college fund. 

 

*HAVE FUN!   

*Please be sure to clean up 

after your horse—this is eve-

rywhere but their paddocks.  

None of us want to ride or 

walk through another horse’s 

pooh!    

*When  lessons are going on, 

you may still use the arena, 

just be respectful  of one  

another as you ride.   

Reminders 

Empty Nest 

trail horse champion.  

Ironically, Lynelle was the 

essence of Christmas in 

her white boa cape.   
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On behalf of TRS, Don 

and I want you to know 

how very much we have 

enjoyed spending the 

last year with all of you.  

We seem to spend as 

much time socializing 

as we do riding, and we 

love it!  Thanks for the 

valued friendships, the 

wonderful assistance 

when we need it, and 

the extra mile all of you 

go to make our barn a 

family.  
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