Bands & Braids 4-H News
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Upcoming Events
March 1:  Horse Declaration form due if showing at any of the sanctioned Ottawa County Shows
March 1:  Yearly dues are due. The cost for this club is $30.00/year. Part of this money stays with the club and part of this money goes directly to the state to help pay for the Ottawa County 4-H expenses.  Please pay Carmen or Joy asap.  
March 5:  Ottawa County 4H Tack Sale, Allendale High School 9 am to 2 pm, Get all of your horse/rider needs at great prices while supporting Ottawa County 4H. They would appreciate any donated baked goods from our club.  Drop them off with me on Friday evening or deliver baked goods (if you feel compelled to help out) to the Allendale High School early Saturday morning. This is a great tack sale—early arrival is wise.  
March 12:  MHC Stallion Expo, MSU, leave TRS at 8:00 a.m., arrive home approximately 10:00 pm.  There will be great clinicians (ex: Julie Goodnight) and lots of things to buy.  The cost for the day is roughly $17 for under 14 ($6 entry, $4 gas, $7 lunch) and $23 for 15 years+ (entry is $12).  Bring snacks to munch on during the day.  Let Carmen know if you are interested and/or can drive.  
March 14:  Bands & Braids meeting, TRS, 6:30 to 8:00, Paige Swanson:  “Control From The Ground”  Many of you may know Paige Swanson.  She boarded with us until Mis sold—and fortunately for us, Paige will be boarding with us again beginning March 1st with her new filly.  
May 20-22:  WHAM All Breed Judged Trail Ride at Silver Creek.  The ride is on Saturday, but we will be camping all weekend. Reserve your site now—the bulk of our sites are numbers 62-68. Don and I will be camping on site 77.  This is not a “4H” event, but our girls are welcome to camp with us!  If you are bringing a horse, you must make your own trailering arrangements.  


Summer Shows (select two)
We will need leader and/or parent volunteers to get girls to such a variety of shows.  Please let Carmen, Kendra, Joy or Rachel know if you are able to be the parent helper for one of these shows.  If your child is attending, you become a parent helper by default  

Dressage / Centennial Acres:  They offer both USDF and ADA shows.  The dates of these shows have not yet been announced, but if you would like to show at Centennial Acres, we will arrange transportation for you to go as part of our club (although registration and expenses will be your responsibility).  www.centennialacres.com  We would love to come cheer you on!  
Speed / Triple O Equine:  Saturday, May 7th and Saturday, September 10th Ionia, Michigan, These are evening shows—they begin at 5 pm.  Show clothes are not required but you must wear a helmet, western shirt and riding boots.  If you’ve ever wondered what a speed show is like, come ride for fun or cheer other club members on. The cost of this show is fairly little—approximately $20 for the day.  
Western Pleasure/Hunt Seat:  Hudsonville Fair or Ottawa County Fair: These shows are included in your 4-H membership. This is the most affordable way to show what you know with your horse!  Dates to be determined


Please remember that we all love to have people cheer us on—even if you are not showing—it would be wonderful to have a cheering section for the members who are in the ring. Please try to make it to as many shows as possible—who knows… our current western riders could end up switching to dressage—crazy as that sounds!
If fancy show clothes are not your thing, we can also look for a shaggy show where you just compete without the bathing, clipping and fancy clothes… (you bathe—not the horse!)  These shows are called “Fun Shows” for a reason   
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